[Montgomery salivary bypass tube: a simple solution for pharyngocutaneous fistulas].
The pharyngocutaneous fistulas (PCF) are among the complications surgeons and nursing personnel fear the most due to their complexity to prevent and/or cure them. Montgomery salivary bypass tube is an effective therapeutic option in the treatment of the PCF following laryngectomy. The aim of our study was to describe our experience with salivary bypass in the treatment of the PCF. This was a retrospective analysis of pharyngocutaneous fistulas in 21 patients in whom total laryngectomy was performed for squamous cell carcinoma of the larynx or hypopharynx (January 1999-December 2005). We determinate the overall efficacy of the Montgomery salivary bypass tube in the treatment of the PCF. A pharyngocutaneous fistula developed within a mean time of 7 days from surgery (from 2nd to 20th day). Montgomery salivary bypass tube was the therapeutic option in all these PCF.12 patients required local anesthesia to introduce the tube and in 9 patients the insertion method was with general anesthesia with direct vision of the hypopharynx. The mean healing time was 26 days, except in one case. This PCF achieved spontaneous closure with local wound care after the bypass was removed. The observed results corroborated the relevance of Montgomery salivary bypass tube as an important therapeutic option in the treatment of the PCF. There was no need of surgical treatment.